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21/11/2023 DOX+

Essential Frederic Rzewski & Friends in DOX+

A unique mix of American avant-garde
Intervention of the Ostrava New Music Centre
into Prague's concert life continues!

Ostrava, 22 September — Essential Rzewski & Friends will take place in the DOX+ multifunctional
hall on Tuesday 21 November at 7pm, and will offer 180 minutes of music with the participation of
Rzewski's close friends, including Belgian pianist Daan Vandewalle. This is the sixth in a series of
"Essential" concerts organised by the Ostrava Centre for New Music in collaboration with the DOX
Centre for Contemporary Art. The concert focuses on the work of the legendary American
composer and pianist Frederic Rzewski (1938-2021) and composers who collaborated with Rzewski
for more than fifty years: Alvin Curran, Christian Wolff and Petr Kotik.

ESSENTIAL RZEWSKI & FRIENDS
19:00-23:00 Multifunctional Hall DOX*

Ostravska banda & members of ONO — Ostrava New Orchestra
Daan Vandewalle, piano, narrator

Alvin Curran, piano

Petr Kotik, conductor

Frederic Rzewski Les Moutons de Panurge (1969)
Christian Wolff For 38 Players (2023)
Alvin Curran Why is this night different from all other nights (1992)
— intermission —
Petr Kotik Spontano (for Frederic Rzewski) (1964)
Frederic Rzewski A Long Time Man (1979-80)
— intermisson —
Frederic Rzewski De Profundis (1994), text by Oscar Wilde

Frederic Rzewski — American composer and pianist, one of the most influential figures of the
American musical avant-garde, the "Chopin of the 20th century". His compositional style was
described by The New York Times as "at once stylistically eclectic and politically committed".
His works combine two tendencies in the music of the last decades: a certain technical "rigor"
on the one hand, and spontaneity on the other. Both these sides will be represented in the
concert, which will feature not only Rzewski's compositions, but also those of his
contemporaries and colleagues and friends who are artistically similarly oriented.

"Frederic and | met in 1962 in Warsaw and subsequently collaborated for most of our
lives," recalls Rzewski's friend, composer Petr Kotik (1942), "Sometime in 1971 Frederic
said to me in New York - come with me, | have a rehearsal, it's strange music, I'm sure
you'll be interested! Rzewski was in a group of four players of the then emerging composer
Philip Glass. That's how | met Philip, in a dimly lit loft in Chatham Square in Chinatown.
We were making music at the time, each of us differently, without knowing what was
going on."
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Petr Kotik is behind the dramaturgy of the unique triple concert, which he will also conduct.
At his invitation, Rzewski also participated several times as lecturer, composer, and performer
in Ostrava Days — most recently in 2019. He also accepted an invitation to Ostrava in August
two years later, but died suddenly on 26 June 2021.

The Belgian pianist Daan Vandewalle, one of Rzewski's closest friends and collaborators in
the last years of his life, remembered him thus: “Anyone who knew Frederic personally will
confirm that when the door to the room opened and he entered, everyone noticed that
SOMEONE had entered. He had this quality. We sometimes read about it in books about
Mozart and Beethoven, and there was a big difference between the two. When Mozart
entered, nobody noticed it. When Beethoven entered the room, everybody knew about it.
That's the way it was with Rzewski.” At the concert at Prague's DOX*, Vandewalle will take
the solo part in Petr Kotik's Spontano, which was written in 1964 for Rzewski — he also
performed it as soloist at Ostrava Days 2019. Next, Vandewalle will appear as soloist in
Rzewski's A Long Time Man (1979-80), which had a performance a few weeks ago in Ostrava
— due to decades of non-performance, there were no parts available, so they had to be
created specifically for the performance. The concert will conclude with De Profundis, a solo
piano opus on texts by the writer and playwright Oscar Wilde. It is both his confession and
his defence against the injustice and inhumanity of the English penal system, which
sentenced him to two years in prison for homosexuality. Daan Vandewalle will once again
take on the role of pianist and also narrator. In addition to Vandewalle, the composer and
improviser Alvin Curran (1938) will also appear as a pianist during the evening - he and
Rzewski founded the famous ensemble Musica Elettronica Viva in Rome in 1965. The two
shared a passion for improvisation and spontaneity, which they often tried to incorporate
into their compositions. Ostravska banda will be accompanied by members of ONO — Ostrava
New Orchestra.

Ticket price: 400 CZK / 200 CZK (students, seniors). Tickets will be on sale from 9 October 2023.

The concert is organized by the Ostrava Centre for New Music in cooperation with the DOX Centre for
Contemporary Art.

We are grateful to the financial support of the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City
Council, the State Fund for Culture, Veronika and Libor Winkler, Martin and Hana Vohanek, the Moravian-
Silesian Region and the companies Satum and HSF System.
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