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Unity and deliberate chaos 
 

Ostrava, October 18 – The Prague DOX+ mul:func:onal hall will present composi:ons by one of the most 
important composers of the 20th and 21st centuries and virtuoso pianist Frederic Rzewski (1938–2021). A 
selec:on of works by Rzewski alongside three other composers will place his music in the context of the period 
from the 1960s to the present day. This is another contribu:on of the Ostrava Centre for New Music to the 
Prague contemporary art scene. In addi:on to Frederic Rzewski's composi:ons, works by Alvin Curran, 
Chris:an Wolff and Petr KoXk, composers who worked closely with Frederic throughout his life, will also be 
performed.  This extraordinary evening will present a wide range of performers – members of the interna:onal 
orchestras Ostravská banda and ONO – Ostrava New Orchestra. Composer and pianist Alvin Curran will come 
from Rome, Petr KoXk from New York. The biggest space will be given to the Belgian pianist Daan Vandewalle, 
who worked closely with Frederic for the last twenty years of his life (Rzewski lived mainly in Belgium since 
1976). The concert is divided into three parts: the first two, orchestral, are conducted by Petr KoXk, while the 
final part features Rzewski's legendary work "De Profundis" performed by Daan Vandewalle. In this piece, the 
pianist is also the narrator – he reads the text of Oscar Wilde’s leber wriben from jail. 
 
ESSENTIAL RZEWSKI & FRIENDS 
19:00–23:00 Mul:func:onal Hall DOX+ 

Tuesday, November 21, 2023 
Ostravská banda & members of ONO – Ostrava New Orchestra 
Daan Vandewalle, piano, narrator 
Alvin Curran, piano 
Petr KoBk, conductor 
 
Frederic Rzewski  Les Moutons de Panurge (1969) 
Chris:an Wolff  For 38 Players (2023) 
Alvin Curran  Why is this night different from all other nights (1992) 
  – intermission – 
Petr KoUk  Spontano (for Frederic Rzewski) (1964) 
Frederic Rzewski   A Long Time Man (1979–80) 
  – intermisson – 
Frederic Rzewski   De Profundis (1994), text by Oscar Wilde 
 
Frederic Rzewski is a graduate of leading American universi3es, Harvard (1958) and Princeton (1960). Chris:an 
Wolff was his classmate at Harvard and their friendship and ar3s3c collabora3on dates back to that 3me. 
Immediately aGer gradua3on, in the early 1960s, Rzewski began performing extensively in Europe as a composer 
and pianist. His virtuosity and musical commitment immediately placed him among the top soloists in 
contemporary music of the 3me. Petr KoXk and Rzewski met in 1962 in Warsaw during the Warsaw Autumn 
Fes3val. There they established a close ar3s3c and personal rela3onship. In 1971 they gave a series of solo 
concerts (flute and piano) in the USA. At KoUk's invita3on, Rzewski visited Ostrava twice, most recently in 2019. 
In 1966, Rzewski founded the legendary ensemble Musica Elebronica Viva (MEV) in Rome, of which Alvin Curran 
was a founding member. The con3nuous collabora3on between Curran and Rzewski dates back to that 3me. 
MEV was one of a group of ensembles that made history in the 1960s with their concerts and performances. 
These went beyond the usual musical presenta3ons – one well-known episode was MEV's performance with 



 
members of the Living Theater at a fes3val in Parma, Italy. The concert spilled out into the streets of the city, 
which frightened the organizers so much that they abruptly ended the performance by turning off the electricity. 
Similar ensembles of the 3me also included AMM, led in London by composer Cornelius Cardew, and Prague's 
QUaX Ensemble, founded in 1966 by Petr KoUk. 
 
The programme of the Prague concert reflects both Rzewski's complexity and the wider ar3s3c context in which 
he worked. Les Moutons de Panurge from the late 1960s is representa3ve of the collec3ve-improvisa3onal 
approach to composi3on; the instruc3ons for its performance are very precise and at the same 3me allow a huge 
degree of freedom. The turn of the 1970s and 1980s is represented by A Long Time Man (1979–80) for orchestra 
and piano, which is a series of twenty-four varia3ons on a Texas prison work song. Rzewski does not deal with 
the prison theme here by accident: he never made any secret of his feelings about orchestras, bothered by the 
unfavourable working condi3ons of the players and the fact that their work is oGen decided by a single, oGen 
non-musical authority. In par3cular, he saw a future in the existence of amateur orchestras that could func3on 
on a volunteer basis by those devoted to music. Nevertheless, he acknowledged the classical orchestra and its 
role – in this work he tries to come to terms with these contradic3ons. The solo part is played by Daan 
Vandewalle. 
 
Rzewski's last piece, which will close the evening, is a solo piano opus, the melodrama3c oratorio De Profundis 
(1994) on a text by Oscar Wilde. Here the soloist (Daan Vandewalle) also becomes the narrator, reci3ng selected 
excerpts from Wilde's lecer from the jail where he was placed on charges of 'homosexual conduct'. Wilde 
addressed the lecer to his lover, Lord Alfred Douglas, and used this literary plaform as a kind of therapy. The 
texts of De Profundis set a very harsh mirror to modern society in the late 19th century and con3nue to have 
urgency in many places in the world in the 21st century. 
 
The other three pieces of the evening belong to Rzewski's friends and colleagues. The oldest is Spontano by Petr 
KoXk (1964), a piece with a solo piano part dedicated to Rzewski. Spontano was originally composed for a 
planned concert in Prague. However, it did not take place. Rzewski had the opportunity to perform Spontano for 
the first 3me in 2019 at the Ostrava Days fes3val. Why is this night different from other nights (1992) by Alvin 
Curran was wricen for the Trisha Brown Dance Company. The basic idea behind the composi3on was to create 
music "almost from nothing". The newest composi3on of the evening is For 38 Players (2023) by Chris:an Wolff, 
which he composed for Petr KoUk and his project: High Noon, a concert connected with the Ostrava Manifesto 
as part of the Ostrava Days 2023 fes3val (download the Ostrava Manifesto here). Wolff has been friends with 
Rzewski since the 1950s, when they both studied at Harvard. 
 
Ticket price: 400 CZK / 200 CZK (students, seniors). Presale available via GoOut. 
 
The concert is organized by the Ostrava Centre for New Music in coopera;on with the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art.  
We are grateful to the financial support of the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City Council, the State Fund 
for Culture, Veronika and Libor Winkler, Mar;n and Hana Vohánek, the Moravian-Silesian Region and the companies Satum 
and HSF System.
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