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Essential Frederic Rzewski & his friends
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Tuesday, November 21, 2023

A mix of American musical avant-garde of one generation!

Ostrava, November 16 — On Tuesday, November 21, the multifunctional hall DOX+ in Prague will
host an extraordinary evening — Essential Rzewski & Friends. It will be the sixth in a series of
Essential Concerts organised by the Ostrava Centre for New Music in cooperation with the DOX
Centre for Contemporary Art. This year, the focus will be on representatives of the American avant-
garde, headed by the renowned composer and piano virtuoso Frederic Rzewski (1938-2021). In
addition to three Rzewski compositions, this unique concert will also feature works by Christian
Wolff, Alvin Curran and Petr Kotik, composers who have enjoyed both lifelong friendship and
professional collaboration with Rzewski. The concert will feature the international orchestra
Ostravska banda with members of ONO — Ostrava New Orchestra, conducted by Petr Kotik. The
soloist for the evening is Rzewski's close friend, Belgian pianist Daan Vandewalle.

ESSENTIAL RZEWSKI & FRIENDS

19:00-23:00 Multifunctional Hall DOX*

Tuesday, November 21, 2023

Ostravska banda & members of ONO — Ostrava New Orchestra
Daan Vandewalle, piano, narrator

Alvin Curran, piano, electronics

Petr Kotik, conductor

Frederic Rzewski Les Moutons de Panurge (1969)

Christian Wolff For 38 Players (2023)

Alvin Curran Why is this night different from all other nights (1992)
—intermission —

Petr Kotik Spontano (for Frederic Rzewski) (1964)

Frederic Rzewski A Long Time Man (1979-80)
—intermisson —

Frederic Rzewski De Profundis (1994), text by Oscar Wilde

Frederic Rzewski (1938-2021) — American composer and pianist and one of the most influential
figures of the American musical avant-garde. He was unmissable and unforgettable - in both his
personal and artistic life he was a flagrant anarchist and always inclined towards left-wing thinking.
He had a constant interest in life and its meaning, and was known for trying to make his music reflect
the events around him. In the 1960s, together with Alvin Curran and Richard Teitelbaum, he founded
the legendary ensemble Musica Elettronica Viva (MEV), combining improvisation with composed
music and electronics. In his works he combines both sides of the music of previous decades: a certain
technical "rigor" on the one hand and spontaneity on the other. His "classical-improvisational
hybrids" are among the most acclaimed works of their kind - largely because of the simmering energy
that lies within these pieces. Through his work, he co-defined the face of new music in post-war
America.

Also close to Frederic Rzewski was Christian Wolff (1934), a member of the so-called New York School,
as well as a pianist and composer. He and Rzewski first met briefly in 1956 at summer courses in
Darmstadt, Germany, and then met regularly at Harvard University, where they both studied. He
remembers Rzewski: “Frederic had extraordinary musical talent and was also a brilliant improviser.
He played almost anything as well as it could be played. He was also the most relaxed performer I've
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ever encountered - he was able to improvise a fugue at the end of a piece he hadn't finished, in a way
that no one could tell. “Wolff's For 38 Players (2023) will be the newest piece on the programme: it
was completed a few months ago and given its world premiere on 2 September at the Ostrava Days
festival. Also in this composition Wolff allows the musicians freedom, in the part in which he works
with the so-called open structure — it allows them to change the tempo at their discretion and to
approach the rhythm intuitively. His inspiration this time came from very thematic folk songs with
political overtones (Which Side Are You On?, Bread and Roses, and others).

With the personal participation of the composer Alvin Curran (1938), another lifelong friend and
colleague of Frederic Rzewski, the composition Why is this night different from all other nights
(1992) will be performed. Curran's artistic setup is underpinned by a desire to perform music with
anyone, anywhere, anytime, which, in addition to involving professionals, also allows for
collaboration with people who have no experience in performing music: for example, at one of the
concerts of this year's Ostrava Days, fourteen children's basketball players from NH Ostrava
participated in Curran's ‘NA ROSETTA. In describing one of his closest friends, he limits himself to the
most apt description of him: “He was simply Rzewski — a remarkable unfathomable ad hoc
conundrum.” Together they were at the birth of the aforementioned ensemble Musica Elettronica
Viva, and they shared a connection as Americans who had spent most of their adult lives in Europe.

Another of Rzewski's friends, Petr Kotik (1942), a composer, conductor, flutist and tireless organizer
of musical life, went in the opposite direction. They met in Warsaw in 1962, a few years before Kotik
moved to the USA, where he founded the S.E.M. Ensemble (1970), which he still leads today. Their
collaboration subsequently continued until Rzewski's death. At the invitation of Petr Kotik, Rzewski
came to Ostrava in 2003 and 2019. Rzewski promised to participate again in 2021, as lecturer and
composer-in-residence at Ostrava Days. He died suddenly on 26 June 2021. It was during his second
visit to Ostrava that Rzewski finally had the opportunity to perform Spontano with a solo piano part,
which Kotik had written for Rzewski in 1964. The brilliant pianist, nicknamed the "Chopin of the 20th
century", did not take control of this part until 55 years later.

The last representative of Rzewski's close friends will be Belgian pianist Daan Vandewalle (1968), an
internationally renowned interpreter of 20th and 21st century piano music and the evening's main
soloist. "Rzewski has sometimes said that when he was young he wanted to be like Beethoven. These
notions are often a recipe for disaster and do not lead to a truly creative life. Looking at Rzewski's
work, however, we have to conclude that he somehow succeeded," Vandewalle recalls. As a soloist,
he will take on the "Rzewski" part in Kotik's Spontano at a concert in Prague's DOX+ multifunctional
hall. Vandewalle will also appear in Rzewski's A Long Time Man (1979-80) and in the demanding
piano opus De Profundis, based on texts by the writer and playwright Oscar Wilde, which also
requires acting and singing.

Ticket price: 400 CZK / 200 CZK (students, seniors). Presale available via GoOut.

The concert is organized by the Ostrava Centre for New Music in cooperation with the DOX Centre for
Contemporary Art.

We are grateful to the financial support of the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City Council,
the State Fund for Culture, Veronika and Libor Winkler, Martin and Hana Vohanek, Tomas Macura, the
Moravian-Silesian Region and the companies Satum and HSF System.
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